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“Pythagoras was the first person to call the universe a kosmos.
The Greek term, which is the root of the word cosmetic, refers
to an equal presence of order and beauty. The universe is a
cosmos because the phenomena of nature embody
geometrical form and proportion [...].

The Pythagoreans (among whom Plato must be counted)

Wesley N. Hohfeld, Fundamental Legal Conceptions as Applied in Judicial Reasoning, 44
JYALE L. J. 26, 710 (1917)

David Fideler, Pythagoreanism Number, Cosmos, And Harmony, 45
.SCIENCE.JARNK.ORG, https://bit.ly/3vSqPz1

16



VDWNI 71°IVN°0 779Wn 13 U"?P'IDTI

perceived a fundamental relationship between proportion and
the principle of justice, in which ‘each part of the whole
receives its proper due.” They believed that the essential
nature of justice could be understood through the study of
continuous geometrical proportion (analogia) and through
the study of the mathematical ratios of the musical scale, in
which the two extremes of the musical scale are bridged
through various types of mathematical proportion [...]. The
Pythagoreans likened a just and well-ordered society to a
well-tuned lyre [...].

In Pythagorean thought, number gives rise to proportion, and
proportion gives rise to harmony. The Greek word harmonia
means ‘fitting together’ or ‘joining together.” Harmony and
justice is the result of good proportion made manifest, and the
kosmos itself is a harmony in which all of the parts are
proportionally bound together. While every organism—
including the cosmos — is a unity, it is harmony that allows
the parts to function together as an integrated whole [...]
Understanding the cosmos is essential for self-understanding,
because humanity is a microcosm, a reflection of the entire
world-order in miniature. To know the powers present in the
greater cosmos—including the divine powers of order, beauty,
and reason—allows humans to become aware of the divine,
universal principles reflected within our own being [...]”.
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“Many forms of play, such as dance or song or foot-ball, are
the matrix or occasion of aesthetic experience. But beauty is
not an indispensable element of play. Moreover, Beautiful
form can be found and enjoyed in nature. Aesthetic
experience, unlike play ‘need not involve an action of one’s
own; what is sought after and valued for its own sake my
simply be the beautiful form ‘outside’ one, and the ‘inner’
experience of appreciation of its beauty. But often enough the
valued experience is found un the creation and/or active
appreciation of some work of significant and satisfying
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