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“Firstly, the intensity of the craving — if | have any work to
do, I must be careful not to get hold of a detective story for,
once | begin one, | cannot work or sleep till | have finished
it. Secondly, its specificity — the story must conform to
certain formulas (I find it very difficult, for example, to read
one that is not set in rural England). And, thirdly, its
immediacy. | forget the story as soon as | have finished it,
and have no wish to read it again. If, as sometimes happens,
| start reading one and find after a few pages that | have
read it before, | cannot go on”.
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“When the detective in a police romance stands alone, [...]
it does certainly serve to make us remember that it is the
agent of social justice who is the original and poetic figure,
while the burglars and footpads are merely placid old
cosmic  conservatives, happy in the immemorial
respectability of apes and wolves”.
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